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	A NEW PRESIDENT AND A NEW STAFF MEMBER JOIN THE MAESTRO’S TEAM AT THE GARDEN STATE PHILHARMONIC
TOMS RIVER – The Garden State Philharmonic Symphony Society, Inc., better known as simply the Garden State Philharmonic, has just announced its 56th MasterWorks Series season and the eleventh for Maestro Anthony LaGruth. However, the burst of new energy does not stop there. This spring the Garden State Philharmonic announced plans to aggressively develop its Board and take steps to begin repopulating its professional staff, after nearly two years of cut-backs associated with the weakened economy. The team led by the artistic vision of Maestro LaGruth will benefit from the addition of Kenneth James Malagiere as President of the Philharmonic’s Board of Directors and Thomas L. Stephens joining the staff as Director of Development. 
“Having joined the Board of Directors a few years ago I have enjoyed witnessing the Philharmonic bring truly exciting programs to life for our culturally underserved region while the organization, like so many other nonprofits, had to take drastic measures to stay ahead of economic cutbacks. I look forward to leading the organization in developing new organizational and community partnerships that will elevate our visibility as the Jersey Shore’s premiere cultural resource, commented Mr. Malagiere.”  A New Jersey native, Kenneth James Malagiere joined the Board of Directors of the Garden State Philharmonic almost four years ago and assumed the leadership role of President in the spring of 2011. An aspiring visual artist and successful small business owner, Mr. Malagiere developed a keen passion for the arts in many disciplines having been introduced at a young age leading to a career with deeply creative aspects. As a visual artist, he completed his first work on canvas in 2003 while studying abroad at Wroxton College in Oxfordshire, England. Inspired by the impressionist movement, his style most resembles works of this genre, but with a decidedly personal approach.

Mr. Malagiere graduated from Farleigh Dickinson University in May 2005 with a degree in Political Science. Founding The James Joseph Group, Inc. in the same year, he established a niche in the floral design industry. Today, Mr. Malagiere leads the creative team at Accents by Narcissus, a wedding and event florist on the New Jersey Shore. Under his leadership, Accents by Narcissus was recognized as the 2010 Bride’s Choice Florist.

He continues his work as an artist, business owner and concerned citizen while annually completing new commissioned works. In addition to serving as President for the Garden State Philharmonic, Mr. Malagiere holds Board positions on The Wroxton College Advisory Council of Farleigh Dickinson University, the Ocean County College Foundation, The Toms River-Ocean County Chamber of Commerce, and The Jersey Shore Business Network, Inc. Other professional community memberships include: The National Political Science Honor Society, SAF Society of American Florists, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Ocean County Friend of the Board, and Kiwanis Toms River Day Break.  
Under Mr. Malagiere’s guidance and that of the other volunteer Board members is a small, but impressive staff. The staff, like the Board, will now benefit from another team player with Thomas L. Stephens having joined the Garden State Philharmonic as its Director of Development in May of 2011. Mr. Stephens most recently held the role of Executive Director for the Stafford Township Education Foundation in Manahawkin. For the Foundation, he served as the senior executive overseeing all operations of the Stafford Township Arts Center (STAC), the Foundation’s Childcare Services Division (considered one of the largest child care program in Ocean County) and a host of programs designed to support the educational and cultural needs of the Stafford Township School District and the Southern Ocean County Community. “Having become intimately familiar with the Garden State Philharmonic several years ago and having benefited myself from the unique educational approach of Maestro LaGruth to delivering world-class music experiences, I jumped at the opportunity to play a role in strengthening the Philharmonic’s future. The arts are vital to everyone’s life and surface in places you would not expect, but they can NOT be sustained in a vacuum. It takes active public support and recognition of value. I like to think of my life as a testimony not only of my family’s accomplishments, but to the arts. I started my professional career as an actor and musical theater performer, which probably makes my core interests fairly obvious. However, the arts were equally important to my butcher father, who found comfort and relaxation in music and saw a great cut of meat as a work of art; to his farmer father who insisted that successful planting required equal amounts of art application and environmental understanding, or my other German immigrant grandfather who was a wall-paper hanger and carpenter who saw art in every aspect of life. I look forward to working with the patrons and supporters who have made the Philharmonic such a regular part of their lives,” heralded Stephens.
Mr. Stephens’ professional experiences span more than twenty years and every aspect of the entertainment/theatre production and arts education industries including: administration, arts education, programming, facility management, development/fundraising, strategic planning and board development, sales, marketing and public relations, theatre performance, and advocacy, to name a few. Mr. Stephens’s career has previously afforded him the positions of Project Coordinator for the Ohio Arts Education Assessment Project, Director of Education for the Contemporary American Theatre Company (Ohio), Executive Director for the Philadelphia Theatre Caravan, Tour Director for Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Associate Director of Education for Delaware Theatre Company, and both Assistant Executive Director and Development Director for Algonquin Arts (New Jersey). From his teens through his late twenties, he was also a professional actor and theater arts performer, instructor, a not-for-profit consultant and an amateur poet.  

His efforts have yielded countless successes and national recognitions for the aforementioned institutions including special community training opportunities and grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, The Coming Up Taller Award and The Philadelphia Inquirer/Daily News Award for Excellence in Theatre Education. Mr. Stephens has served on the Boards of the Delaware Alliance for Arts Education and Dunbar Repertory Company, the core curriculum writing teams for the states of Delaware and Ohio, and countless event planning committees supporting his other passion HIV/AIDS awareness and education. He currently serves on the Board of Directors for the South Jersey Cultural Alliance.  

Mr. Stephens holds degrees in the Humanities (Masters), Business Administration, Nonprofit (Bachelors) and Theater Performance (Associates Eqv./Professional Certificate). The American Musical and Dramatic Academy (NYC), Southwest Florida College and collaborations with the faculties of the Ohio State University, The Julliard School and Almeda University are, among others, credited for having contributed to Mr. Stephens’ academic training. He considers himself a life-long learning having often supported full-time professional career positions while simultaneously pursuing his degrees. 
Mr. Stephens and Maestro Anthony LaGruth will be a dynamic collaborating team as the Philharmonic moves into its 56th anniversary season this fall. For those not already familiar with the music mastery of Anthony LaGruth, he has delighted audiences and critics alike with many exciting performances recognized for their innovative presentation of orchestral music.  Roxanne Orgill of the Bergen Record (NJ) observed that, “Mr. LaGruth conducts with subtlety and a refined sense of style that is refreshing.”  The Ellsworth American (Maine) noted his “…control, musicianship, and involvement with the music.”, and Michael Greenberg of the San Antonio Express-News said, “Maestro LaGruth brought crisp definition, dramatic sensitivity, and stylishly flexible tempos to the score.”  A versatile musician, Mr. LaGruth has shown that he is equally at home leading orchestral, operatic, and choral ensembles. He is currently serving as the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Garden State Philharmonic as well as the Shrewsbury Chorale.

Mr. LaGruth has worked with some of the greatest composers of our age, including Hans Werner Henze, John Corigliano, and Pulitzer Prize winner Karel Husa, and has collaborated with a wide range of soloists including Frederica von Stade, Judith Ingolfsson, Philip Smith, Christopher Collins Lee, and Neil Sedaka. 

An American conductor and a proponent of American music, Mr. LaGruth is one of the co-founders of the American Symphony Orchestra League’s commissioning project, Ford Made in America.  This program offers regional orchestras throughout the country the opportunity to commission works by major American composers.  This project made its debut in 2005 to national acclaim with a work by Joan Tower, with 65 orchestras representing all 50 states. Mr. LaGruth recently made his European debut in Romania leading concerts with several orchestras including the state philharmonics of Satu Mare, Botosani, and Raumnica Valcea.  He also made his Lincoln Center debut leading a young artists concerto concert at Alice Tully Hall.

Noted by his colleagues for his rapport with audiences, Mr. LaGruth builds relationships with his listeners through many outreach programs and his popular pre-concert discussions, Musically Speaking. Whether educating and entertaining students in a Music for Young People concert or chatting informally with audience members, Mr. LaGruth finds innovative ways to bridge the gap between new audiences and classical music. 

An honors graduate of Ithaca College, Mr. LaGruth earned a Master’s Degree in orchestral conducting and a Bachelor Degree in composition. He also attended the world-renowned Pierre Monteux School for Conductors, where he was a conducting fellow under the tutelage of Charles Bruck and Michael Jinbo. Mr. LaGruth has enjoyed a close association with the Pierre Monteux School and has served on the staff of that institution. Mr. LaGruth is a member of the Board of Directors of the Conductors Guild, a national organization for conductors.

The Garden State Philharmonic’s 2011-2012 Masterworks Series, under the direction of Maestro LaGruth, promises to take audiences on a journey through some of the melodies that have kept us glued to our Cinema seats and elevated the movies we love to legendary status. Don’t miss out! Call 732-255-0460, e-mail info@gardenstatephilharmonic.org, or visit www.gardenstatephilharmonic.org for more information. The programs and services  of the Garden State Philharmonic, including the professional orchestra, community chorus, youth orchestras educational program are made possible, in part, by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, grants from the Ocean County Board of Chosen Freeholders, OceanFirst Foundation and OceanFirst Bank, and small private donations from generous individuals and small business leaders like you. 

# # #
Photo Credit: The Garden State Philharmonic’s new President toasting the success of another music season at the annual Philharmonic Community Chorus Fund-raiser held on June 16, 2011 at the Ramada Inn-Lakewood. Left to right: Jonathan Petro, Kenneth Malagiere. Photo courtesy of the Garden State Philharmonic archive. 
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The Garden State Philharmonic is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and is qualified under the New Jersey Cultural Trust, offering all persons equal access and opportunities to participate in its programs.  Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.


